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Illinois 

New  Salem 


Springfield  Post  Road 

Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other  sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 
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"Authenticating  and  marking,  with  signs,  the  route  traveled  by  Abraham  Lincoln  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield,  Illinois,  1831-1837" 

Liae©la's  N©w  Sal©m  -  Spriaagfield  Post  Eoad 


Dedication  Pilgrimage -February  IS,  1976 
Commemorating  ITnitsd  States  Bicentennial 

1776-1976 


Area  for  your  personal  bicentennial  message  FOT  yOUr  COmppny's 

collection  of  Lincolniana,     "Doc"  Temple 

This  beautiful  collectors'  envelope  commemorating  the  dedication  pilgrimage  of  Lincoln's  New  Salem- 
Springfield  Post  Road  will  be  carried  over  the  old  original  route  on  February  12,  1976,  and  given  a  special 
cancellation  on  that  date  only.  In  addition  to  the  artistic  cachet,  a  first-day  postmark  will  depict  young 
Lincoln  sorting  mail  in  front  of  the  New  Salem  Post  Office  where  he  served  as  postmaster.  It  was  at  New 
Salem  that  Lincoln,  as  a  young  adult,  lived  from  1831  to  1837  and  developed  his  many  brilliant  talents 

•  As  a  surveyor,  young  Lincoln  in  1834  laid  out  several  miles  of  this  Post  Road  south  of  Athens. 

•  As  a  politician,  young  Lincoln  visited  with  settlers  all  along  this  Post  Road.  In  fact,  at  Athens  he  made 
his  first  campaign  speech  for  re-election  to  the  State  Legislature  in  1836. 

•  As  a  student,  young  Lincoln  tramped  this  route  to  borrow  law  books  from  his  Black-Hawk- War  friend 
in  Springfield.  Major  John  Todd  Stuart. 

•  As  a  Lawyer,  young  Lincoln  in  1841  recovered  the  "Long  Nine"  building  m  Athens  for  his  client.  Col. 
Matthew  Rogers. 

•  As  a  Riverman.  young  Lincoln  constructed  a  flatboat  for  Denton  Offutt  at  old  Sangamo  Town  in  1831. 
Later,  he  piloted  the  steamboat  Talisman  on  the  Sangamon  River.  The  Post  Road  crosses  the  Sangamon 
River  from  New  Salem  to  Springfield  at  two  points. 

•  As  a  representative  in  the  General  Assembly  from  Sangamon  County,  young  Lincoln  and  the  other 
"Long  Nine"  legislators  were  banqueted  and  toasted  in  1837  by  their  local  constituents  who  lived 
near  this  Post  Road.  They  were  honored  in  both  Springfield  and  Athens  with  dinners  for  their  success- 
ful efforts  in  moving  the  Illinois  State  Capital  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield. 

•  As  the  martyred  Sixteenth  President  of  the  United  States,  the  immortal  Lincoln  lies  buried  beside  this 
Post  Road  where  it  enters  Springfield,  Illinois. 

This  historic  bicentennial  route  will  be  enjoyed  by  thousands  of  traveling  Americans  and  would  not  have 
been  possible  except  through  personal  sacrifice  and  dedication  of  the  community  leaders  listed  below; 

SPONSORS 

Cential  Illinois  Tourism  Council.  "Mr  Lincoln's  Counlry".  Lonnie  J  Johns,  Presidem 
In  the  counties  of  Cass.  Champaign,  Christian,  Clark,  Coles,  Crawford,  Cumber  land,  Dewitt,  Douglas,  Edgar.  Ford,  Greene.  Iroquois 
Livingston.  Logan.  McLean,  IVIacon,  Macoupin.  Mason,  Menard,  Monlqomerv,  Moultrie,  Morgan,  Piatt,  Sangamon,  Scott.  Shelby.  Vermilion 
Athens  Athletic  Association.  Charles  G  Choale.  President 
Illinois  Bicentennial  Commission.  Michael  J.  Linderman.  Executive  Director 
Illinois  Division  of  Tourism ,  Department  of  B.E.D.,  Sandy  Guettler.  Director 
Springfield  Convention  and  Tourism  Commission,  Lacey  B  Brooks,  Chairman 
POST  ROAD  RESOLUTIONS  -  COUNTIES  OF  MENARD  .  SANGAMON     CITIES  OF  ATHENS  .  PETERSBURG  .  SPRINGFIELD 
Chairman  of  Menard  County  Board  Chairman  of  Sangamon  County  Board 

Donald  F.  Wankel  Paul  L.  Bilschenauer 

Mayor  of  Athens  Mayor  of  Petersburg  Mayor  of  Springfield 

Alfred  W.  Mason  Harold  R.  Andreason  William  C.  Telford 

STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  SEVENTY-NINTH  GENERAL  ASSEMBLY  -  SENATE  JOINT  RESOLUTION  NO.  53  -  OCTOBER  23.  1975 
President  of  the  Senate  Senate  Minority  Leader  Speaker  of  the  House  Minority  Leader  of  the  House 

Cecil  A.  Partee  William  C.  Harris  William  A.  Redmond  James  R.  Washburn 

EXECUTIVE  PROCLAMATION     DANIEL  WALKER,  GOVERNOR  OF  THE  STATE  OF  ILLINOIS  -  DECEMBER  19,  1975 

RESEARCH  DIRECTORS 
Dr  Wayne  Temple.  Chairman  •  George  L,  Cashman  •  James  T.  Hickey  •  King  V.  Hostick  •  Lloyd  Ostendrof,  Artist 

OFFICERS 

Honorary  Charrman  Honorary  Secretary  Chairman  Vice  Chairman  &  Treasurer  Secretary 

George  C,  Whitney  Mrs.  John  Mack  Sr.  Phillip  H  Wagner  Thomas  P.  Harris  Constance  BedoUi 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 

Albert  G  Berg  .  -lohn  R.  Eden  •  Richard  L.  Kahne  •  Thomas  Mack  •  Robert  W.  Maxwell  •  Alma  Kincaid  Mitchell 
Robert  L  McCarthy  •  Justin  F  Schuh  •  Marti  Sladek  .  George  A.  Sloot  .  Gerald  Veach  •  Mrs  J.C.  Kincaid  Walters 

DEDICATION  OFFICERS 

Chairman  Vice  Chairman  Security  Vice  Chairman      Vice  Chairman        Mess  Sgt.  Secretary 

Alvin  M.  Mavis      Charles  G.  Bloomberg    Capt  Clyde  W.  Oliver  Jr     Lawrence  Pisani  James  B.  Saathoff    Glenn  Yard    Marian  J.  Pranske 

EXECUTIVE  DEDICATION  COMMITTEE 

William  Alderfer  •  Roy  Allen  &  Son  •  Owen  A,  Anderson  •  Chuck  Aschenbrenner  •  Capt.  Norm  Aschenbrenner  •  William  Ascher  •  Marion  Aud 
Barbara  Avery  •  Beniamin  F  Bailar,  Postmaster  General  .  Edwm  Beccue  .  Dorothy  Bednarko  •  Richard  T.  Berning  .  Dan  Bell  •  Frank  Bell 
Steve  Bell  •  Mike  Besso  .  Richard  Blake  .  Sam  Blane  .  Tom  Blood  •  John  Bloom  .  Ray  Bloomfreld  •  Rep  Gerald  Bradley.  Brauer  Pork  Farm 
Donald  Bricker  •  Evans  Brrttin  •  George  Borum  •  Carl  Brown  .  Chandler  Brown  .  Dororhy  Brown  •  George  Brown  .  Glenn  Brown  .  Jim  Brunk 
Charles  Brush  .  George  Caldwell  .  John  Caldwell  .  Glenn  Cameron  ■  Reverend  Alvin  Campbell  .  Robert  R.  Campbell  •  Sue  Campbell 
Betty  Canterbury  .  Capt  Daniel  K  Cedusky  .  Paul  Champlin  .  William  Cellini  .  Jean  Cimarossa  .  Betty  Comstock  .  Bill  Corson  .  Dale  Cox 
Homer  L  Grain  .  Ronald  Cramer  •  John  Cutty  •  Helen  Dalton  •  Jim  Daniels  •  Senator  "Doc"  Davidson  •  Charles  Davis  .  O.P.  Davis 
Rep.  Gilbert  Deavers  .  Rrchard  Dennis  •  Ellis  Dirks .  Louis  L  Dirksen-  Alan  J.  Dixon.  Treasurer  .  Don  Drone  .  John  Doremus  .  A.  Stanley  Dyher 
Myrtle  Eddy  .  Don  Egan  .  Bea  Elmore  .  Mary  Anne  Elson  .  Frank  R  Embree  .  Hank  Eno.  Evers  Pork  Farms  .  Arthur  A.  Faucon  .  Don  Ferricks 
Jim  Fitter  .  U  S.  Cong  Paul  Findley  .  Larry  Fitschen  .  Gary  Flanigan  •  Walter  Flood  .  Gerald  Fowler  •  Richard  Franklin  •  Lynn  E.  Freer 
Howard  Fricke  .  Joseph  Gerzin  .  William  M.  Giffln  .  Chet  Gilbert  .  Bob  Gillmore  .  Sue  Gordon  .  Martm  Gutschenritter  .  Ron  Gabegger 
Gary  H.ilford  .  Wayne  Hanner  .  Senator  Harbor  Hall  ■  U  S  Cong.  Tim  Hall  .  Ron  Hampson  .  Neil  Hartigan,  Lt.  Gov.  .  Clascenna  Harvey 
Earl  W,  Henderson.  Jr.  .  Richard  Hennmgs  .  Robert  Hennings  •  Ansel  Henson  .  Gib  Hinds  •  Thomas  Hoffman  .  Col.  Harold  G,  Holesinger 
Mary  Holmes  .  Donald  Hopwood  •  Lorcn  Hopwood  •  Sam  Howard  •  Michael  J  Howlett.  Secretary  of  State  -  Gary  Huff  •  Jerry  Hughes 
Warren  Hughes  .  Bennett  Eugene  Huss  .  Jon  G,  Johnsen  .  Lt  Col.  Carl  O,  Johnson,  Jr.  .  Lt.  Col.  John  W.  Johnston  .Rep  J.  David  Jones 
Arthur  Jordan  .  Rep,  Doug  Kane  •  Mary  K'Bldcrmans  .  Denny  Kclley  .  Kim  Kelly  .  Randall  Killebrew  .  J.  Kennedy  Kincaid,  Jr  .  Paul  Kmg 
Jim  Kirby  •  Harry  Knoles  .  William  J.  Kochman  .  James  R  Kolis  .  Richard  Kreiger  •  Herbert  W  Kruse  .  Michael  Kwedar  .  Rep.  John  Lauer 
Phil  Lawson  -  Elsie  Leimbach  .  George  W.  Lindberg,  Comptroller  •  Bruce  Locher  .  Rep  Jim  Londrigan  •  Charles  Lott  •  Karl  Luthin 
Jose  Martinez  .  Robert  McKeating  .  U  S  Cong.  Edward  R.  Madigan  .  Betty  Mau  .  Curt  Mavis  .  Joan  Mavis  •  Martha  Melotte 
U  S  Cong  Robert  H  Michel  .  Judge  Richard  Mills  .  Robert  Morris  .  Neil  Morton  •  Amelia  Mulrooney  .  Louise  Murphy  .  Albert  Myers 
Donald  Neurauter  •  Gary  Nrehaus  •  Rev  John  Netf  .  Roland  Nelson  •  Richard  J.  Newman  .  Butch  Nichols  .  Donald  R.  Norton 
Donna  L  Nusbaum  .  U  S.  Cong  George  M. O'Brien  .  John  O'Brien  •  John  O'Dell  •  Roger  K  Ogden  •  Diane  O'Neal  .  Melvin  O'Neal 
Charles  Ott  .  Dick  P.  Owen  .  Ira  E.  Owen  .  Jim  Palumbo  .  Russ  Pankey  .  Ma|  Gen.  Harold  R  Patton  .  U  S.  Sen  Charles  H.  Percy  .  Bud  Phillips 
Jack  Plunk  •  William  Price  .  Ron  Provus  .  Lt  J  H  Purdon  .  Carl  D  Ray  .  Philip  D.  Rebbe  •  Melvin  Richardson  .  Paul  Roberts  •  John  Root 
R.  James  Roslron  •  Richard  D.  Rule  .  William  Sapp,  Jr  •  Sally  B  Schanbacher  •  Ron  Schultz  •  William  J  Scott,  Atty  Gen.  •  Cliff  Search 
F.B  Selcke  .  Len  Shafer  .  William  F  Shaw  .  John  Schirding  •  Lcs  Sheridan  •  U  S  Cong.  George  E.  Shipley  •  James  Sisk  .  George  R  Smith 
Grover  Smith  .  Hov/ard  Smith  .  Irvin  Smith  .  James  Smith  .  John  W.  Smith  .  Dale  Snyder  .  Dorothy  Stark  .  Jim  Stevens 
U.S.  Sen  Adlai  E.  Stevenson  III  .  Norma  L  Stone  .  James  Streeval  •  Frank  R  Sulhvan  .  Carol  Tavernor  •  Geneva  Taylor  .  F.  John  Taylor 
Clinton  Thomas  .  Betty  Thompson  .  John  T  Thorson  .  Jerry  Tice  .  John  Tolan  .  Clarence  W.  Tozer  .  Sandy  Travis  .  Don  Trainor 
Carl  VanLangen-  Allen  VanMeter  •  Carter  VanNat len  .  Daniel  J  Wagner  -  Michael  J.  Wagner  •  Robert  J.  Wagner  •  Thomas  J.  Wagner -Teri  Wagner 
Barbara  Wagner  •  Frances  Wagner  .  Jack  O.  Wagner  •  Phillip  J.  Wagner -Jack  Ward  ■  Virginia  Wasilewski  ■  William  WasUewski .  Jerome  L.  Watson 
F  A  Weidhunder  .  Homer  Weidhuner  •  Bob  Wethington  •  Julie  Williams  •  Ron  Williams  .  Dean  Wisleder  •  Patricia  Wheeler  •  Ray  E.  White 
Oral  Woosley  .  Kenneth  Wright 

Lincoln's  Post  Road  'Coach  and  Four'  -  Saddle  Tramp  Gap  -  Bell  Family  -  Athens,  Illinois 
Lincoln's  Post  Road  'Wagon  Train  "76"  '  -  Grover  Smith  Family  -  Rochester.  Illinois 
Lincoln's  Post  Road  'Pilgrimage  Escort  Guard'  -  7th  Illinois  Cavalry  Reactivated.  Commanding  Officer.  Col  Harlinglon  Woodf.  Jr. 
(all  activities  and  persons  represent  Lincoln's  Post  Road.  Inc.) 
This  list  was  completed  and  printed  m  early  1976  and  does  not  include  everyone  who  worked  to  make  this  LINCOLN  POST  ROAD  DEDICATION 
a  lasting  success   Abraham  Lincoln's  toast  at  the  "Long  Nine"  celebration  July  25,  1837,  Springfield.  Illinois,  appropriately  expresses  the 
sentiments  of  the  sponsors  of  the  Lincoln's  New  Salem  -  Springfield  Posl  Road 


"ALL  OUR  FRISNDS-THEY  ARE  TOO  NUMEROUS  TO  BE  NOW  NAMED  INDIVIDUALLY,  WHILE 
THERE  IS  NO  ONE  OF  THEM  WHO  IS  NOT  TOO  DEAR  TO  BE  FORGOTTEN  OR  NEGLECTED." 


No  celebration  of  the  Bicentennial  of  the  United  States  would  be  complete 
witliout  ,j  fitting  tribute  to  the  memory  of  the  man  most  responsible  for  preserving 
this  n^itio}!  when  it  was  threatened  with  disintegration  three-quarters  of  a  century 
after  our  War  of  Independence. 

Tiiis  rural  lawyer  who  left  Springfield  to  head  the  country  in  its  most 
troublous  times,  knew  Illinois  ivell.   Before  he  was  elected  to  make  its  laws  he 
walked  over  its  hills  and  valleys  and  surveyed  much  of  the  land. 

The  route  of  the  New  Salem  to  Springfield  Post  Road  that  Abraham  Lirtcoln 
often  traversed  and  which  he  helped  survey  has  recently  been  authenticated  and  will  be 
formally  dedicated  on  his  birthday  anniversary,  February  12. 

Recognizing  its  historical  significance,  the  Seventy-ninth  General  Assembly  in  a 
joint  resolution  authorized  the  placing  of  an  appropriate  marker  each  mile  along  the 
route.   The  sign  selected,  depicting  a  coach  and  four  horses,  will  lead  travelers  past  many 
famous  landmarks. 

THEREFORE  I,  Dan  Walker,  Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  proclaim 
February  12,  1976,  LINCOLN  POST  ROAD  DA  Y  and  urge  all  Illinoisans  to  participate 
in  ceremonies  planned  for  the  day. 
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